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a Fashicn lvwyer comie down 1o the couerthense when you ane booked
by the fashion policeT Dioes a lashion lawyer have to pass a lashion
bar? And is the fashoon bar in Londoa or in Tribeca or maybe
Antwerp, where it keeps on being ruised? Doss a fashion lawyer
wear 3 funny wig and cases belore the highest lashion courts
i the land? And if that is the cese, then do the justices of the Supreme
Fashion Court wear their hair in bangs with shiny robes?

For the answers to these and ofher Eushson-avw-related questsona,
we, the fashion jury, numn to examine Exhibit A, which is a recent
scene from the life of Elizabeth Pearce, fashion lywyer extraords-
naire, who for the parposes of this testimony i seated af the desk in
her hotel oo i Loadon, the Sydney Hotel, at spprosimatehy 2:00
A, See her perched before her laptop, in arm's reach of 8 s2a of G-
nancial siatements, with scoess (o 8 mountain of paper reliting 1o
the parsoular (xshion deal at hand, and ondy hoers away (rom the
final signatunes. Unfonbenately, we, the fashion people, can't really
discuss the components of sxid fashion deal, due, of course, 1o the
rudes of fashion loaver-clent prealege.

Al this very moment inher London hoded room, it cannot be sad
with any certamiy what Betsy Pearce i working on: Tt may be mod-
elinpcontract negotiations (“Model negotistions—1 can do those
in my dheep,” she s3yx), or it might be some ganl [shion deal, Boe
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won in a setilernent that was so out of coart that it was in the asle
of a plane. They are the pajamas that the Qight sitendant gave her
when the was confronted with a fashion lawyer who had been
promised and not gaven i special reclindng seat thal the fashson

mﬁm‘f&"w i “She understands the fashion mmmm
e e aeee bushessbecauseshe Btttk
et ermadvovatpmen. 1 A eI kv oy bty gt
e e bl el
business— “the vital clemients that miake the ways,” the says.

imsdivadhuaal company succcssful,™ s he pul il * Betsy his an armas-
ing intustion,” he said. Vikior and Rolf stand up for Pearce not on-
Iy as & professional but as a nonprofessional, too. “Betsy is not on-
by & very devoted attorney,” they say jointly, *She has booome our
confidante and friend "

st what ia irrefistable, what we can say with absolule aafbors-
by amd withiout the risk of objection (rom Pearce herself, is thal, in
the Sydney Hotel late a1 night, while in the mids of deal details,
Betsy Pearce is wearing her pajamas. Specifically, the pajamas she
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Later, when she is up and gone firom the hotel, when she i out of
London and domne with Paris and preparning to keave MNew York for
London again, she reflocts on the pajarnas and the astire of the fash-
bon bawyer in general_ *The nice thing about what | do.” she says,
“is | cam wear anything [ want.™

O & clear, crisp New York day, at her boft in Tribeca, what Betsy
Pearce wanis to wear o work i 8 black Gauler shirt, & pheated skin
with a woolly susde belt by Ghesquicre, boots by Martn Margsda,
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and black tghts with the Foet cut off (a staple, apparently). There i
o0 ranit brwefcase, and what she is running anund the huge loft look-
g for i very non-thres-petce muit bag. almost furry (but actually
more Muflfy) ghoves by Yol Yamamoto, =1 love these.™ she s when
shie puts them on. “They'ne e Tribbles™

he jogs down the stadrs and casches a cab to
Shopun's General Store, the old haunt of
Cireernaich Vilage artists, writers, repocters,
and, apparcndy, Eabion brwyers, where, over
a bowd of oatmeal (ancther staple), she is
coaned o pleste tell the (ashion jury the arc
of her career. She first attended hagh school
in Minneapols, where if ubpoenaed she will
acierat 1o having worn pink cable-onit Dean's
swcaters and “really siraight-leg Lai's,
thie leewe-pocioct verseon.” She procoeded o
Brown University, where she magored in
American Civiliration and met her hushand, a creative deredior.
Then she cuded up in Washington, D.C., to work as a manage-
ment confultant, & job that did aol completely satnly ber, and
nol just because of our nation's capital's general lack of fishion
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sense. “You anahyre the numbers, and then you are out,” she says.
*To me that was completely ignoning the philosophical ouances™

Laocking for a change, she wend 10 law school st Colambia, =1 loved
b school,™ sbee s, ancd ot G jurst bell dhe dhad, wbuat th  thee
hard work she got o enjoy (another staple). She clericed for a feder-
al judge in Manhaitan for & year and then ended up 31 Cravath,
Sweaine & Moore, in Buganon, where she ducovered that she & nol
particularly htighous. She eventually linded at the firm she is with
mow=Levine, Plotan & Menin, which specualires in modia and on
terumirnent b, and alse, thanks in parn to Pearce, specializes in fxbh
ion. Lovne, Ploton & Menis 5 basod i New York. Pearce i based
i London, il she can be sabd tobe based

Breakfast with a fashdon lewyer b a htonal on what's happenang
with the biaisnes of linkion & the momend. Pearcs i & Diahion-burs-
mess specialt, & person who, ff you had a fashion lne, for cxample,
could help you finance it, make it grow “Most people don't under-
tand haow unbebevabily diffiou it & for an ndnsdusl designer 50 gt
b dessigns owt,™ she sxys. “There's not a sensibie profit moded. ™ And
Pearce i nol just thinking aboet the bothe names in Dahion. She's
thinkng about the big names, 100, With regasds 10 the dfficulues
vobved in restructuring a more establabod designers’s businesa, she
speaks knowingly “They could buy hes name and do whatever they
wand with iL” she siva. The et b5, the Tashion workd has scen me-
with s kind of misssonary sralousness, Pearce is out there 1o create
mew buuness mcdeh. She's thenlong about the things that perhaps
the average noo-(asheon lawyer might not think about —auch as how
b0 contract a designers contribastion o a fashson howse, whethor it
be in the manner of a dient-ad firm rdationship of in some neely
nagnod wary: The botiom line, accondeng to Pearce, b thad she wanis
to help. ™ You know there's a kot of creative people for whom ree-
ming & busness i nof ther thing.™ the 5y

She claima (and testimony [rom poople who have seen her o 50
ton condirma) that her negotistng style is cooperative and noncon-
hirnselfl represents Naoolas Ghesquacre (for Balencuaga) and Vilctor
& Rolf, 1o name two, and who has had the logal expertise of Betsy
Pearce beside him as he's moved 1o work with Vidal Sassoon onits
apcoming aticenpl to relaunch itell a3 a high-beauty brand - sand
this: “She hat an overview, and an understanding, which is totally
rare. And, of course, she underitands the fashion business bocasne
she wears fashion, whach is betier than a man i a gray sot.™

Bust there i 0o qoestaon that o you are in the business of comng
up with, for mmtance, really ool wool thangses and you arc faonga

pani congiomorale thal wandts o by you oul, ten you would want

i have Betsy ot your side. =1 can be pretty fenooous,™ the sy In
the coarse of her work, Betyy faocs her own oocupational harands.
“You know, my chents are not all Mother Teresa. Thas is fashion!™

Her payolT s in fashson-dswyertype dollars, naherally, but she ab-
80 enjoys the benefits of a ringude scat to the perpetual show that i4
the frshoacn mﬂ“ﬁlﬁ;ﬁqhmﬂﬂhm
fashion lhce & fan. =Tt really just a joy for me 10 be & part of the
process. | mean, this i a business of maghc ™ She adds, “Tio me, work
i jorr. | hove worke My joy is bringing around really bright, talent-
od poopic and holping them from A 1o B. . . . It"s 0ok just about how
mwch mooey. Ifit were, I'd be & i ageat in LA™

She b et barments, Bowover, 1 wish more people thought shout
what they wear ™ she . "“Most Americans doa't wand b stand out
bécauie of their diothes. Mont American women jusl warnt to be bea-
wafid. | have always seen clothes in a very different way—o costume.
Who do [ want 1o be today? To me, it not about being  view s J0g
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beautiful, It's about being an individual; it's about showing some-
thing inside. 1t's the person who, when she comes, you can’t wait to
sez what she's going to wear. It's not about labels at all.”

And how does she feel today? To answer, she points beneath
the table at Shopsin’s and directs the jury to her ankle, where
there is a tatioo of the Grreek god Mercury, “Mercurial,” she says,

and she's talking to a friend from P&G, who is in from Cimein-
natli on a hair-products deal, And then she's saying hello to her
friend Pierre Rougier, who is running around elegantly frazzled
on behall of Rodriguez. And then chatting with Tom Binns, the
jewelry designer, whose carrings she happens to be wearing.
“They're just like a drop of rain falling off your ear,” she says. He

wanicda it s inpes apageon TN 15 @ DUSINESS OF MAGIC.  Sinr awyer e hould e moted ha,
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Sometimes fashion lawyers go on vacation.
When they do, they go far away with their hushands. They go to
places where there are no fashion people and no lawyers. “We just
get a guide and we say, “Take us to the place that you've never
been," " Pearce says. And when they get there, they stay for weeks
at a time, and sometimes they wake up in a stone shelter in some
barely inhabited mountains staring at a handfiul of yak yogurt and
wondering why they didnt die the night before. Sometimes,
though, fashion lawyers just go to fashion shows. You're actually
muore likely to see them among yaks than at the shows, since they"re
runway shows in New York, Betsy Pearce took a little time off to
go see Narciso Rodriguez and his fall 2001 collection.

At the show, she's in the middle of a Chelsea industrial space,

jodie becker

But then the music starts and the mod-
els come out, and the fashion lawyer is suddenly agog.

She shouts back over her shoulder, standing on the edge of the
crowd, Her opindon is changing. *T don't like dresses, and these
are dresses that 1 like,” she says. “I haven't bought a dress since
about four years ago—Helmut Lang.”

The music continues Lo throb; the people in the front rows are
nodding their heads. There are blacks and taupes and sparkles
and wools. Black stretch-wool tulle and a white matte satinjersey

“And the belts are great,” she says now. She is shouting still.

And then the show is wrapping up. and she turns around
one more lime to make a closing argument. She shouts, 1 love
the clothes!" O

and at Joe's, wnere | book
bands and decjays,

W Heat: | plan to wear a
pair of yellow culolbes by
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By day. she's a mother who coheads a nonprofit

. By night, shes the events coordinator at

Joe's Pub, her husband's NYC nightclub. How does
she wear two different hats—and still look so chic?

W Uptown oomph: My
fashion inspiralion comes
primarily from the women

Whether onstage or at
church, these women
dressed with sophistication
and attitide—abrays
simple and pretty, but with
a certain toughness. |

love Fora Neale Hurston,
who always wore 3 man's
hat tilted 1o the sde. |

fry to emulale that level of

glamour in my day-to-day
fife, 1 wesar & IUxUnouS
skirt, sandals, and
a beautiful bag and fesl
LA rysterious and eleganl
Bl m Much clutch: | own
T A about 50 bags—mostly
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of fake pearls and
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wora over purple Glora
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m Playing footsie: | love
the shoe designer Jea
Michel Cazabat. His sandaks
Are .'"|'_ 'l'l =] 'I.'I'I [

New York City and in the
Hamplons, | have a pair

!
with Capn pants ".1.. ]
I

Susan Lazar all summer
long. Alsoa pair of baby-
bilue culottes by Christine
Ganeaux, my Miss Sty
jeans thal fil perfecthy, and
many minskirts! | can®t wail
in wear tha minskirt trend,
bt I'm not doing it with
heels: strictly sandals!

m Baby booty: My litte
girl, Georgia, is only one
and a half, but her look is
very distinch. My husband
and I laugh about it; we
say it's "Third World meets
Red Cress.” Her Mepalese
narny has this way of
dressing her! The other day
Georgla had on orange
cargo pants from Old Navy,
a green striped dress, a
T=shirt thal says 1 LovE
CULERSA, running sneakers,
a leopard-print jacket, and
a nand-knit scarf Irom
Calypso Enfant. She has a
pair of cashmere boolies, a
pair of gold-and-black

Indian slippers, and a pair
nf ehasrdias BasteE el 2bha
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